Call for Papers
Rewriting in Luke and Acts: A Conference on Luke’s Literary Creativity, 22‐25 June 2014, Roskilde
(Denmark)
In a seminal article from 1961, Geza Vermes coined the term “rewritten Bible” to characterize a
small number of texts that reshape and recast existing biblical narratives. The numerous
difficulties in defining this concept notwithstanding, scholars today generally agree that the notion
has helped us appreciate written reworkings of scriptural narratives as genuine acts of literary
creativity, instead of viewing them as diluted, skewed, or otherwise imperfect adaptations of the
original “authentic” works. In New Testament scholarship, the concept has proved particularly
fruitful for our understanding of the gospel traditions.
At the conference in Roskilde we wish to explore the potential of applying this notion of “rewritten
Bible” to the narratives of Luke and Acts. The aim of the conference is to improve our knowledge
of the ways in which the author of Luke and Acts “rewrote,” i.e., absorbed and restyled, different
strands of biblical texts, whether from the Hebrew Scriptures, the Septuagint, or from what we
have come to label the New Testament. We also wish to welcome contributions that explore
Luke’s handling of non‐biblical material (e.g., Philo, Josephus, Greco‐Roman literature), provided
that this handling may be categorized as a form of rewriting.
The conference is organized as part of a research project, funded by the Velux Foundation, at the
Department for Biblical Exegesis, Faculty of Theology, at the University of Copenhagen. One of the
aims of the project is to critically reassess the validity of the two‐source hypothesis. We should say
that the organizers of the conference generally lean towards rejecting the existence of Q and thus
towards viewing the Gospel of Matthew as one of Luke’s sources. We wish to emphasize, though,
that contributors are more than welcome to challenge us at this point.
Paper proposals (not exceeding 1 page) are to be submitted to Prof. Mogens Müller
(mm@teol.ku.dk) before January 6, 2014.
Applicants will be informed by 3 February 2014 whether their papers have been accepted. Papers
accepted for the conference will be distributed in advance among all participants and will be
discussed rather than read at the conference. We intend to select respondents for each paper who
will introduce the discussion by a critical examination of the paper. In order for us to be able to
distribute the papers in advance, accepted papers (not exceeding 20 pages) should be submitted
by 23 May 2014. Contributors will be invited to submit their papers after the conference for
publication in a collected volume edited by the organizers.
The conference is free. The conference will be held at Comwell Hotel in Roskilde (Denmark)
(www.comwellroskilde.dk). All expenses for food and accommodation (though not travel) will be
paid for by the organizers.

For more information please contact Prof. Mogens Müller (mm@teol.ku.dk), Prof. Jesper Tang
Nielsen (jtn@teol.ku.dk), Postdoc Stefan Nordgaard (sns@teol.ku.dk), or Postdoc Finn Damgaard
(fda@teol.ku.dk).

