
 1

Human Rights in Africa, Spring 2012 
Mondays 15.15 - 17.45 

 
Andrew M. Jefferson, Senior Researcher, RCT 

Steffen Jensen, Senior Researcher, RCT 
amj@rct.dk ; sje@rct.dk  

  
Date Lecture 

Feb 6 
 

Introducing human rights and state violence in Africa 

SJE 
Feb 13 
 

Policing Nkomazi: Authority, generation and violence 

SJE 

 Feb 20 
 

Transitional Justice – legal and moral regimes for post conflict societies 
 
AMJ 

Feb 27 
(Short session)  

Sites of confinement: the entanglement of ghetto and prison 

AMJ 

March 12 Transforming Prisons: cases from East and West Africa 

Tomas Martin & AMJ  

March 19 
  

Violence, translation and the state: Understanding policing in South Africa 

SJE 

March 26 
 

Torture in South Africa: social practices, conventions and impunity 

SJE 

April 16 
 
(Short session) 

Responsibility to protect and sovereignty: the case of Darfur.  
 
Solvej Berlau 
 

April 23 
 

Victimhood, Suffering and Subjectivity: Beneficiaries and benefactors 

AMJ 

April 30 
 

Revisiting Human Rights in Africa 

AMJ + SJE 
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Literature List: Human Rights in Africa 

 
 

1. Introducing human rights and state violence in Africa 

 
Jensen, S. and A. Jefferson (2009) State Violence and Human Rights: State Officials in the South, 

London: Routledge Introduction. (1-22) 
Dembour M-B. (2010) ‘What are Human Rights? Four Schools of Thought’. Human Rights 

Quarterly 32 (2010) 1-20. 
Lagoute, S., Sano, H-O., and Scharff Smith, P. (2007) Introduction to Human Rights in Turmoil: 

facing threats, consolidating achievements. Leiden: Brill. Pp 1-6 
 
 
2. Policing Nkomazi: Authority, generation and violence 

 
Mamdani, M. (1996) Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late 

Colonialism, Princeton University Press, Princeton, pp. 3-34 
Lund, C. (2006) “Twilight Institutions: An Introduction”, Development and Change 37(4): 673–684 
Thomson, A. (1999) Chapter 6 in An Introduction to African Politics, Routledge, London, pp. 99-

120. 
Baker, B. (2010) Linking State and Non-State Security and Justice, Development Policy Review 

Volume 28, Issue 5, pages 597–616, September 2010 
Jensen, Steffen (2007)”Policing Nkomazi: crime, masculinity and generational conflicts”, in Pratten 

and Sen (eds), Global Vigilantes, Hurst Publishers, 2007, pp. 47-68. 
 
 

3. Transitional Justice – legal regimes for post conflict societies 
 

Kelsall, Tim. (2005) “Truth, Lies, Ritual: Preliminary Reflections on the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission in Sierra Leone.” Human Rights Quarterly, 27(2), pp. 361-391.  

Stanley, E. ‘Transitional Justice’ In Torture, Truth and Justice Routledge 54-74 
Hayner, P. (1994) ‘Fifteen Truth Commissions – 1974 to 1994: a comparative study ‘, Human 

Rights Quarterly, Vol. 16 pp. 597-655  
Merry, S. E. (1988) ’Legal Pluralism’ Law and Society Review, Vol 22, No. 5 (1988), pp.869-896 
 
 

4. Sites of confinement: the entanglement of ghetto and prison 

Wacquant, L. (2000) ‘Deadly symbiosis. When ghetto and prison meet and mesh’ Punishment and 
Society Vol 3(1): 95–134 

da Cunha, M.I.P. (2008), ‘Closed Circuits: Kinship, Neighborhood and Incarceration in Urban 
Portugal’, Ethnography, vol. 9, no. 3, pp. 325–350 

Jefferson, A.M.  (2010) ‘Traversing sites of confinement: post-prison survival in Sierra Leone’, 
Theoretical Criminology, 2010, 14 (4): 387-406 

Steinberg, J. (2004) Nongoloza's Children: Western Cape prison gangs during and after apartheid 
AVAILABLE AT http://www.csvr.org.za/docs/correctional/nongolozaschildren.pdf  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/dpr.2010.28.issue-5/issuetoc�
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/research/publication/27456�
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/research/publication/27456�
http://www.csvr.org.za/docs/correctional/nongolozaschildren.pdf�
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5. Transforming Prisons: cases from East and West Africa 

Jefferson, Andrew (2005) “Reforming Nigerian Prisons: Rebuilding a ‘Deviant’ State”, British 
Journal of Criminology, vol. 45: 487-503. 

Massoud, M. (2011) Do Victims of War Need International Law? Human Rightsd Eduication 
Programs in  Authoritarian Sudan. Law and Society Review Vol 45, Nr 1 

Coyle, A, (2009) A Human Rights Approach to Prison management p7-38 AVAILABLE at 
http://prisonstudies.org/info/downloads/handbook_2nd_ed_eng_8.pdf 

Murray, R. (2008) ‘The African Commission’s Approach to Prisons’ in Human Rights in African 
prisons edited by J. Sarkin. 

 

6. Violence, translation and the state: Understanding policing in South Africa 

Merry, S.E. (2006) ‘Transnational human rights and local activism: mapping the middle’ American 
Anthropologist, Vol 108, Issue 1, pp 38-51. 

Jensen, S. (2009) ‘The Vision of the State: Audiences, Enchantments and Policing in South Africa.’ 
In Jensen, Steffen Bo Jensen; Jefferson, Andrew (eds) Human Rights and State Violence: 
State officials in the South. London Routledge. 

Hornberger, J. (2010) ‘Human Rights and Policing: Exigency or Incongruence’ Annu. Rev. Law. 
Soc. Sci 2010.6:259-283 

 
 

7. Torture in South Africa: social practices, conventions and impunity 

Murray, R. (2007) National Human rights Institutions. Criteria and Factors for assessing their 
effectiveness. Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, Vol 25/2, 189-220 

Rejali, D. (2007) Torture and Democracy Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press pp1-31,  
Gready, P. and Ensor, J. (2005) Introduction to Reinventing Development? Translating rights-based 

approaches from theory into practice Zed Books: London. 
Dissel, Amanda, Steffen Jensen and Sandra Roberts (2009) Torture in South Africa: Exploring 

torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment through the media 
AVAILABLE AT http://www.csvr.org.za/images/torture_media_text.pdf 

 
 

8. Responsibility to protect and sovereignty: the case of Darfur 
 
Sørensen, G. (1999) ‘Sovereignty, change and continuity in a fundamental institution’ Political 

Studies XLVII, 590-604 (15 pages) 
Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, The Responsibility 

to Protect, December 2001, International Development Research Centre, Canada. (8 pages). 
Reeves, E. (2004) ‘Darfur: Genocide before our eyes’. In J. Apsel Darfur: Genocide before our 

eyes. Institute for the Study of Genocide (17 pages) 

http://prisonstudies.org/info/downloads/handbook_2nd_ed_eng_8.pdf�
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United States of America Department of State, Documenting Atrocities in Darfur, September 2004, 
State Publication 11182, released by Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor and the 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research, USA. (10 pages) 

United States of America Department of State, 2004, ‘Secretary Colin L. Powell testimony before 
the Senate Foreign Relatiosn Committee’, Washington, DC, Sept 9, 2004 (6 pages) 

UN, Report of the International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur to the United Nations Secretary-
General, Geneva, 25. January 2005. (6 pages)  

UN Security Council Resolution 1769 (9 pages) 
 

9. Victimhood, Suffering and Subjectivity: Beneficiaries and benefactors 

Das, V., Kleinman, A., ‘Introduction’ in Violence and Subjectivity edited by Das, V., Kleinman, A.,  
Ramphele, M., and Reynolds, P. p1-18 

Badiou, Alain (2001) Ethics: An essay on the understanding of evil, London: Verso, p 1-17. 
Englund, Harri (2006) ‘The Hidden Lessons of Civic Education. Training the Torch-bearers’ 

Chapter 3 in Prisoners of Freedom Human Rights and the African Poor. California Series in 
Public Anthropology, 14 

 
10. Revisiting Human Rights in Africa 

 
Mbembe, Achille (2001) On the Postcolony, Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 1-23. 
Baxi, U. (1998) Voices of suffering and the future of human rights, Transnational Law and 

Contemporary Problems Vol 8: 125-169. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ucpress.edu/books/PANTH.ser.html�
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